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On Feb. 7, Human Rights Ombudsman Ramiro de Leon Carpio released a report on abuses brought
to the attention of his office in 1990. Violation categories and frequency are summarized below.
Extrajudicial executions 599 Disappearances 140 Illegal detentions 146 Death threats 144 Abuses
of authority 108 Military recruitment abuses 148 De Leon Carpio noted that improvements in the
nation's legal system contrast sharply with political, economic and social problems. Examples of
such problems mentioned in the report are a 53% illiteracy rate, 76.2% infant mortality among the
indigenous population, one hospital bed and one doctor per 1,000 inhabitants, access to running
water in only 45% of rural households, latrines installed in only 27% of rural homes, and a housing
deficit surpassing 800,600 units. The report said, "The slow death of the majority of the population as
a result of poverty and deprivation of social, economic and cultural rights, contrasts with the steady
4% per year GDP growth rate. Economic growth seems to have brought abundance to those who
have the most without benefitting the estimated 84% of the population who live in poverty, who
are the most affected by the high inflation..., and whose income has declined...to below subsistence
level." [Basic data from 02/11/91 report by Guatemala Human Rights Commission (Washington,
DC)]
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